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TRIBAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ORDINANCE

the Business Committee makes a final decision as to whether, and under what
conditions, to proceed with an on-Reservation Project, it is fully informed
regarding the potential off-Reservation environmental effects of that Project in
making that decision and in evaluating alternatives, as well as the costs and
benefits of the Project and its alternatives,

C. Statement of Environmental Policy, The Business Committee finds,
. ——————aa. TOICY
determines, and declares:

1 Itis the policy of the Tribe to protect the natural environment,
including the land, air, water, minerals, and all living things on the
reservation and to take into account in the tribal decision-making
process the potential off-Reservation effect of in-Reservation Projects

undertaken by the Tribe,



with the requirements of the Compact and to maintain tribal government gaming
as a source of income and other benefits for the Tribe and its members,

E.  Definitions. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following words or
phrases shall have the following definitions:

1 Compact: The tribal-state compact for the conduct of class II

tribal governmental gaming by the Tribe between the State of
California and the Tribe executed by the Tribe on October 6, 1999, and

any amendments thereto,

2, Environmental Evaluation: An informational document which (a)
identifies all potential, significant off-Reservation environmental

impacts and their mitigation.

3. Gaming Facility: Any building in which class Il gaming
activities or gaming operations occur, or in which the business records,
receipts, or other funds ofﬂtegamingoperaﬁonammaintained (but
excluding offsite facilities primarily dedicated to storage of those
records, and financia] institutions,) and all rooms, buildings, and areas,

4. Ordinance: This Tribal Environmental Policy Ordinance.

5. Project:  Any eXpansion or any significant renovation or
modification of an existing Gaming Facility, or any significant
excavation, construction, or development associated with the Tribe's
current Gaming Facility or any proposed tribal Gaming Facility.

6. Record of Decision: The record of the Business Commitiee’s
decisionwimrespecttoaproposedProjectaﬂerreviewand
consideration of an Environmenta] Evaluation and related information.

7. Reseroation: Aﬂlandwi&dnﬂxeexteziorboundariesofﬂte
Rincon Reservation and alf additions thereto, under the governmental
jurisdiction of the Tribe,



8. Business Committee: The Rincon Tribal Business Committee
created pursuant fo the Tribe's Articles of Association.

Environmental Review Process.

1 Lead Agency. TheTﬂbeshallbetheleadagencyfor&tepurposes
of preparing the Environmental Evaluations, consultation, and
Scooping, making determinations regarding the environmental
Impacts of proposed tribal Projects, issuing findings of no significant
impacts, certifying environmental evaluations, and selecting
alternatives and mitigation measures deemed most effective to
implement the policies set forth in this Ordinance, all in the manner set

forth below.

2 Determinations of Off-Reservation Environmental Impact of Projects:
The procedure for tribal Review of the potential off-reservation
environmental impacts of Projects will be as follows, in the following
order to the extent feasible-

a. Preparation of Draft Environmental Evalugtion. For every

-.Proposed Project, a draft Environmenta] Evaluation shall be
preformed and prepared either by the Tribe itself, using its
own staff and resources, or by an outside consultant engaged
under contract with the Tribe.

b. Notice of Project and of Preparation of Draft Environmental
Evaluation. Before or at the time of distribution of copies of the
draft Environmental Evaluation, the Tribe or the engaged
consultant will cause to be published in at least one local
newspaper of genmeral circulation in the vicinity of the
Reservation a notice, describing the nature of the Project and
the times and places where copies of the draft Environmental

governmental agencies to submit comments on the draft
Environmental Evaluation to a designated tribal official or
consultant during a period specified in the notice, Known



the Tribe or consultant must submit copies of all
environmental impact reports concerning the proposed project
tOtheShlEQearhlghouseofﬂleCalifomiaOﬂ'iceofthﬁng
andReseamhandﬁteSanDiegoCounlyBoardofSupervisom
for distribution to the public. Additionally, Tribal staff or the
consultant will make such copies available for public
inspection at the Tribe’s Tribal Office on the Reservation and
also at such other locations as may befit the nature of the
Project The Tribe will consult with the San Diego County
BoardifSupervisorsand,ifrequesledbyﬂleSanDiego

the draft Environmental Evaluation or any preliminary draft
thereof,

d. Public Hearing on Draft Environmental Evaluation. Fither
Tribal staff or the engaged consultant shall submit to the
Business Committee the draft Environmental Evaluation along

described above. 'IheBusmessCommitleewillselectaﬁmer
andplaceonﬂueReservaﬁonforonepublicl'tearingonﬁme
Project and the draft Environmenta} Evaluation and will cause
either its staff or the engaged consultant to have notice of the
time, place, and nature of this hearing to be published in the
manner described in section F.2.b. above.

e. Conduct of Public Hearing. At the above hearing the
Business Commitive will permit, subject to reasonabie
imitations, interested members of the public and affected
agencies of the federal, state, or local government to present
ﬂleirviewsandcommenlsonboﬂlﬂaepropoaed Project itself
and the draft environmental Evaluation, after the tribal staff or
ﬂueengagedconsulhntmakesapresmﬁonastothedm&



Environmenta! Bvaluation and as to a summary of all written
comments previously recejved,

public hearing, the Business Commitiee may act on the
proposed project as described below in section F2g
However, in its discretion, of the Business Commiitee believes
that further studies or information or heaﬂngsaredesirable, it
may' direct the preparation of such additional studies,
information or hearings.

50 as to balance the costs and benefits of the Project in one of
the following ways:

1. Issue a_ﬁn;imgof o significant impact and proceed
with the Project;



h Form of Business Committee Action on  Drgp
Environmenta] Evaluation, Whichever of the above four

Project,

members of the public apprised of the Project’s progress; and 20 make good-faith
efforts to mitigate any and a1t significant off-Reservation environmental impacts
deemed appropriate by the Business Committee,



