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SUBJECT CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATION BY THE GOVERNOR

DATE: AUGUST 23, 2011

)ur office has received several inquiries regarding the number of days the Governor has to consider
egislation in the first year of the two-year session.

ii most instances, any bill presented to the Governor that is not signed within 12 days becomes a
:tatute. There is an exception that extends the 12-day “signing period” to October 9 for legislation that
neets the following criteria:

I) Passed no later than September 9.

) Presented to the Governor on or after August 29; and,

4) Remains in the Governor’s possession (i.e., on the Governor’s desk) on or after September 9.

trticle P/ Section 10 of the California Constitution provides, in part, as follows:

• “Any bill.... Passed by the Legislature on or before the date the Legislature adjourns
for ajoint recess to reconvene in the second calendar year of the biennium of the legislative session, and
in the possession of the Governor after that date, that is not returned within
30 days after that date becomes a statute.”

• “Any other bill presented to the Governor that is not returned within 12 days becomes a statute.”
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)n the day the Legislature is scheduled to adjourn for the joint recess (e.g., September 9b 2011), the
3ovemor is granted an additional 30 days to consider bfflsjhathe has not acted upon and th±be has had in
us uossession for fewer than 12 days.

?or example, assuming the Legislature recesses, as scheduled, on Fridays September 9, the Governor will
uave until October 9 to act upon any bill that passed the Legislature on or before September 9 and was
resented to him on or after Monday. August 29.

>lease contact me if you have any questions,
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